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PREFACE 


“Pictorial Tales of Cape Cod” has been published to take you back to scenes and folks 
as they were in the long ago; and to show you what they were like in the long ago. And, 
if a perusal of these pages brings a feeling of wistfulness, a few nostalgic pangs, even tears, 
and sympathetic and understanding laughter, our purpose has been accomplished. Who- 
ever you are, whether young or old, and whatever your background, we hope you will have 
enjoyment as you read this booklet. 


A second purpose of the publication of “Pictorial Tales of Cape Cod” is to raise funds 
for the promotion of our work. While our charter from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
enables “Tales of Cape Cod, Inc.” to engage in numerous phases of historical work on Cape 
Cod, our immediate objectives are the tape-recordings of voices and stories for permanent 
preservation on discs and the micro-filming of precious historical documents, — all of which 
will be stored for posterity. There is an urgency about our work, for the living “old-timers,” 
those with personal memories of sea-captains, ship-wrecks, horses and buggies, and other 
memories of the old order are fast taking their leave, and what they can contribute is price- 
less. 


The proceeds of the sale of this booklet, added to the donations already received, 
will provide a beginning for the much needed funds for the work outlined. 


Following preliminary work in recordings by two of our number over the past several 
years, “Tales of Cape Cod, Inc.” has been organized to pursue the above objectives in a 
business-like way. 


In “Pictorial Tales of Cape Cod” we have tried to include pictures from various parts 
of Cape Cod, and such an abundance of pictures came to light, that we had difficulty in 
selection. If, however, you, the reader, like our booklet, we plan to follow it with others, 
as many as need be, in a series, until we exhaust the supply of unearthed material. 


“Tales of Cape Cod, Inc.” is a non-profit, Cape-wide, historically-minded organization. 
It is not connected with any other group, nor does it duplicate the work of any other group. 
We invite the co-operation of all historical societies. 


DONALD G. TRAYSER 


DEDICATION 


Tales of Cape Cod, Incorporated welcomes this opportunity to express publicly its 
appreciation of one with whom its originators discussed the problems confronting the start 
of a new historical project and who gave generously of time and counsel. Such contri- 


bution sprang from a sincere and sustained interest in the project. 


The late Donald G. Trayser, adopted son of Cape Cod, known, respected, and_be- 
loved throughout the Cape and beyond its borders, held at heart the interests of this land 


as if a native son and loved it as no native son could have loved more. 


It is, therefore, with affection and pride — and sadness, withal, that we are unable to 
salute him personally — that we dedicate this first volume of “Pictorial Tales of Cape Cod” 


to the memory of our own Cape historian —Donald G. Trayser. 
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Fig. 1.— The “Alice May Davenport, 


Fig. 2— Wreck of the “Messenger” (Stern view), Nauset Beach, Dec. 6, 1894. 


Fig. 3— Wreck of the bark “Kate Harding,” Nauset Beach, Dec. 5, 1892 


Fig. 4— Wreck of the “Messenger” (view from top of sand dune), Nauset Beach, Dec. 6, 1894. 
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Fig. 5— Wreck of the British schooner “Lelly,” Nauset Beach, Jan. 11, 1901. 


Fig. 6 — Wreck of the “Katie J. Barrett,” Nauset Beach, Feb. 24, 1890. 


Fig. 7 — Wreck of the “Katie J. Barrett,” Nauset Beach, April 4, 1890. 


Fig. 8 — Surf pounding the wreck of the “Charles A. Campbell,” Nauset Beach, 1895 
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Fig. 9— Anchor chain over the side, “Charles A. Campbell” 


Fig. 10 — Wreck of the “S.S. Onandaga,” off old Harbor Life Saving Station, Chatham, Jan. 28, 1907 
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Fig. 11— Wreck of the “Chatanooga,” Nauset Beach, Dec. 31, 1890 


Fig. 12— Wreck of the British ship “Jason,” near Pamet River, North Truro, Dec. 5, 1893 
(26 men drowned, 1 saved) 
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COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY 


CINE PRODUCTIONS 


BLACK AND WHITE AND COLOR 


A Complete Photographic Service For The Outer Cape 
@ 


G.A.R. HIGHWAY — ORLEANS, MASS. 
Tel. Orleans 635-W 


Air Conditioned William Quinn 


Fig. 13 — Saltworks Windmills, East Dennis, 1892 


It was recommended by the Continental Congress to encourage the manufacture of salt by the col- 
onies on the coast. For many years salt manufacture received great attention as little capital was needed 
to start and the business proved profitable. The water was pumped by wind power into vats. These vats 
were built so they could be covered when it rained as the salt was made by evaporation by the sun’s 
heat. It took more than three hundred gallons of sea water to make a bushel of salt. In 1873 a bushel of 
salt was worth eight dollars. Later salt was sent from the west and foreign countries and it was cheaper. 
Gradually the salt making business here declined. The boards used in the vats were sold to people in 
town and you can find places that were built with boards from the old salt works that were at Wings 
Island, Brewster. 
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Fig. 14— Salt Works, East Dennis 


Fig. 15 — Cape Cod Salt Works 


SALT INDUSTRY ON THE CAPE 


by 


NITA M. CRAWFORD 
COTUIT 


In the days before the Revolutionary War, Cape Codders 
imported their salt from England. However, the British block- 
ade made the importing difficult and very expensive, the price 
finally reaching as much as $8. a bushel. 


The old saying, “Necessity is the mother of invention” 
was true in this case. The Cape Codder began to boil the sea 
water. The primitive method was to boil the water in great 
iron kettles, scraping out what little salt remained when the 
water had boiled away. It took 350 gallons of water to secure 
one bushel of salt. In 1777 the General Court in attempting to 
encourage the extraction of salt by boiling, gave a bounty of 
three shillings per bushel. This method, needless to say, was a 
slow and tedious task and Capt. John Sears of Dennis decided 
to try the experiment of letting the sun do the work of eva- 
poration. He built a big shallow trough—100 feet by 10 feet— 
which could be covered by shutters in case of rain. This be- 
came known as “Sears Folly.” The labor of filling the vats was 
great, for at first, these vats had to be filled with sea water, 
hauled up by hand. The yield that first year was but eight 
bushels. True this was an improvement over the first method 
but still Capt. Sears was not satisfied. He next tried a series of 
hand pumps which would bring the water into the vats. These 
were usually built on an upland area so as to secure the greatest 
benefit from the sun. 


In Harwich Major Nathaniel Freeman was also trying to 
work out a more efficient way of getting the sea water into 
the vats. He finally suggsted that windmills be used. This 
proved successful at once. Later in 1793 Reuben Sears of Har- 
wich invented a roof that could be rolled off on narrow ways 
built beside the vats, thus doing away with the tiresome 
method of covering each vat individually. 


Henry C. Kittredge in his “History of Cape Cod” describes 
salt works as “a series of vats being eighteen feet wide, from 
fifty to sixty feet long, according to the lay of the land and not 
quite a foot deep.” The first three vats were called the “water 
rooms, the next three vats were called the “pickle rooms” and 
the last the “salt room.” Each played its part in the process of 
evaporation. The sides of the first water room were covered 
with vegetation left by the evaporating liquid; in the next two, 
a thick slime was deposited on the bottom. In the “pickle 
rooms’ a substance called lime was precipitated and remained 
on the bottom when the brine was passed into the “salt room” 
when the crystals of salt formed and were shoveled out and 
stored in sheds to dry. Salt thus produced was pure, strong and 
free from lime. 


As the method of securing the salt became facilitated, 
more men became interested in being part-time salt makers, for 
salt was in great demand in the curing of fish. As soon as the 
ships arrived in the harbor, the salt-packed fish were washed, 
loaded into barrels and wheeled to the “flakes.” These were 
low platforms of slats spread along the upland near the shore. 
Here the fish were split, washed again, salted and laid in the 
sun to dry. They had to be turned now and then and in rainy 
weather were stacked up and covered with tarpaulins. 


In 1797 the Massachusetts Salt Works Company was or- 
ganized in Harwich. By 1802 there were 136 separate establish- 
ments on the Cape producing over 40,000 bushels of salt a year. 
To show the importance of the Salt Industry during the War 
of 1812, the two iron cannon that you now see in front of the 
Court House in Barnstable were brought down from Boston 
by oxen. The owners of the salt works on the salt marshes op- 
posite were taking no chances of having them destroyed. A 
real boom was started which reached its height in the 1830's 
when there was a total of 442 works giving an annual output 
of well over a million bushels a year. Hardly a town but had 
one or more salt works complete with rows of windmills. Cotuit 
had two—one owned and operated by Samuel B. Dottridge on 
the former Roloson property (now part of The Pines) and the 
other at Handy’s Point in Little River. However it is thought 
that neither of these was equipped with windmills. 


The general decline of the industry began when the price 
of Maine pine (of which the vats were made) began to rise, 
the opening up of trade in foreign and domestic salt, and abo- 
lishment by the General Court of the bounty on salt secured 
by evaporation. The last plant closed down in 1884. By degrees 
the vats were broken up and the lumber used in building barns 
and houses. Several houses here in the village, have, on being 
remodeled, given evidence of their former use. Boards that 
have been pickled in brine for years need no words to tell 
where they had first been used. 


Dr. Higgins will tell us how he knows that these salt-filled 
boards were used in the building of his house across the street 
from Freedom Hall. 


The Chatham Historical Society has a model, built to 
scale, of one of these early salt works. 


I was interested recently to read an article in the New 
Bedford Standard-Times on the present day manufacture of 
sea-salt. 


Today the Trace Elements Corporation in Houston, Texas 
is processing a clean, free-flowing sea-salt which does not ab- 
sorb moisture even in the most humid climate. The plant is lo- 
cated at Baffin Bay which is a natural evaporating basin into 
which no fresh water streams flow. Bay water is pumped into 
two settling basins where sand and other particles settle out. 
It then goes to a reservoir for filtration and chemical treatment. 
A submerged combustion evaporator produces a 50% solid, 
after which a gas driven rotary drier turns out the salt ready 
to be merchandized. 


Use has been made of monel nickle-copper alloy in all 
equipment where corrosion by salt was possible. 


It has been found that food taoked in Sea Salt retains 
more vitamins than that cooked in the so-called refined “table” 
salt. 


Sea Salt is now being used in the Los Angeles Children’s 
Hospital as well as at the Doctor’s Club in Houston. It is being 
sold at the best food stores across the country. 


Fig. 16— The Loring Crocker Salt Works, Barnstable, about 1864 
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Fig. 17 — Old Salt Works, South Yarmouth 


BASS RIVER FISH MARKET 


AND 


CLAM BAR 


CHOICEST FRESH SEAFOODS DAILY 


SOUTH YARMOUTH, MASS. 


Merry Christmas &veryone 


For a refreshing treat, see the loveliest 
gift shops on the Cape. Get a copy of 
a map of Cape Cod free by asking for 
one. A memento of your trip to the 
Cape. All occasion gifts as well as pre- 
vue Christmas items. 


The Christmas Tree Gift Shops 


CORNER OF WILLOW STREET & ROUTE 6A 
YARMOUTH PORT, MASS. 


Summer Hours:—9 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily 12 p.m. to 10 p.m Sunday 


Fig. 18 — Bass River Bridge, about 1888 
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Cape Cod Co-Operative Bank 


YARMOUTH PORT, MASS. 
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Fig. 19— Inshore Weir at at Brewster Beach, 1896 


Fig. 19a — Weir and Fisherman’s Cart, 1895 
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WITH DEPENDABLE MERCHANDISE 
AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 
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HYANNIS HARWICH PORT FALMOUTH 
SANDWICH PLYMOUTH NO. PLYMOUTH 


AND NANTUCKET 


CHARLBETS 


Stationers and Office Outfitters 


227 MAIN STREET 
FALMOUTH 


337 MAIN STREET 
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Fig. 20 — May Day Festival, Hyannis Normal School, at the turn of the century 


THE STORE OF MORE THAN 
10,000 DIFFERENT ITEMS 


Don’t Lost TIME SHOPPING AROUND 
WE HAVE IT 


HYANNIS HARDWARE 


HYANNIS 


Telephone Hyannis 25 


BERRY’S FRIENDLY SERVICE 


MOBILGAS 


TUNE-Ups — AuTo ELECTRICAL SERVICE 


TIRES TUBES ACCESSORIES 


149 NORTH ST. — HYANNIS, MASS. 


Tel. Hyannis 2025 


Fig. 21—— Winter Sports in Hyannis (racing) in the early 80's. This picture is a scene on Main Street 
west of the tracks looking toward Depot Square 
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Fig. 22— Main Street, Hyannis, showing the home of Capt. Owen Bearse. The present Art Association 
is housed here now. 


Fig. 22a — East Main Street, Hyannis, 1890, looking toward Park Square. First house on left, home of Dr. 
Peter Pineo, who operated a marine hospital on Lewis Bay during 1850. Second house was the home 
of Capt. Zenas Edwin Crowell and later of Capt. Wallace Frost 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


JOHN 
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(fl 2 YARDS TO SERVE YOU lp 
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YARMOUTH PORT 


HYANNIS 


Tel. Hyannis 700 


GASOLINE MOTOR OILS 


SHELLUBRICATION 


GOODYEAR TIRES --- DELCO BATTERIES 


We Deliver 
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ATWOOD OIL COMPANY 
SOUTH & SEA ST. HYANNIS, MASS. 


Telephone Hyannis 81 


Fig. 22b — Depot Square in Hyannis in early 70’s, showing the beautiful Universalist Church of cathedral 
architecture which burned in 1903. 
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COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION & AIR CONDITIONING 
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“Dolly” Osborne 


Gifts for all Occasions 427 MAIN STREET HYANNIS 


CAPEWAY AUTO SALES, INC. | VOSS REXALL PHARMACY 
Ford Sales & Service 


PRESCRIPTIONS CAREFULLY COMPOUNDED 


® e 
725 WEST MAIN STREET 298 MAIN STREET — HYANNIS, MASS. 
SHERMAN SQUARE — HYANNIS 


Tel. Hyannis 419 


Fig. 23 — Hyannis Port in the early 80’s, showing the Hallett House, a famous hotel of that era. The old 
break-water can be seen in the harbor 
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RAY SPRINKLE CoO. 


Serving Cape Cod for 10 Years 


ALUMINUM WINDOWS 
Doors, PorcH ENCLOSURES, AWNINGS 


WEATHERSTRIPS & VENETIAN BLINDS 


199 BARNSTABLE ROAD 


HYANNIS MASSACHUSETTS 


DUMONT’S PHARMACY 


ALFRED A. DUMONT, REG. PH., PROP. 


Phone: Hyannis 210 
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RELIABLE PRESCRIPTION SERVICE 


278 MAIN STREET 
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BARNEY GOULD 
by 
CLARA JANE HALLETT 


Barney Gould, a Cape Cod legend, was born in Chatham 
in 1818. Later he came to Hyannis and lived alone in a 
small shanty in Happy Hollow for years before he married 
the so-called Gentle Annie. 


Barney was in the class of the old circuit riders, — he 
had no horse and used shank’s mare on his travels. He 
started “Gould’s Express” with a small two-wheel cart. (To- 
day an antique dealer would be after Barney’s cart, but I 
suppose it went to the dump long years ago.) He took 
packages (now parcel post) and letters to deliver, going any- 
where between Hyannis and Boston, or down the Cape. Start- 
ing out at a dog trot, he kept it up all day, sleeping in barns 
at night. People gave him whatever they chose in payment, 
and friends along the way of each trip fed him well. 


Barney was never young or old, —a small, wiry person 
who always wore the same, old Prince Albert coat with a 
rope tied around his waist and a battered hat. No one ever 
called him Mr. Gould, but he had a dignity of his own and 
made friends. He hadn't much education, but he had a good 
memory. He was honest and did not drink. His wants were 
few, since he wore only such old clothes as were given to 
him. 


Once Barney made a bet with some one who thought to 
have a little fun with him. It was when the Nantucket 
Steamboat, the “Island Home,” made daily trips between the 


Fig. 25— Old Grist Mill, Santuit, built in the early 1800's. 


Fig. 24— Barney Gould, who pushed a wheelbarrow 
to Boston every year to buy goods 


island and Hyannis Wharf. Said Barney, “I can go to Nan- 
tucket and stand on land all the way.” “That’s foolish talk,” 
was the reply. They bet on the matter. Come the day, 
Barney carted a big load of greensward and sand to the steam- 
boat and stood on it all the way. It was a clean trick and 
he won his bet. ‘ 


On another occasion, when about to take a letter to 
Boston, he boasted he would arrive there as soon as the 
train. When a passenger on the train stepped off at the end 
of the run, sure enough, there was Barney! 


There will never be another Barney Gould on Cape Cod. 


Not used after 1890 


Fig. 26— Screening Cranberries at Isaac Cahoon’s Bog, Brewster, 1892 


ENJOY A MEMORIED TRIP INTO YESTERYEAR 


Aboard the 
EDAVILLE RAILROAD 


OFF ROUTE 58 SOUTH CARVER, MASS. 


The good old days have nothing on the fun to be had 
on the unique little 2-foot guage steam train that travels 
through Ocean Spray Cranberryland. 


There’s much to see and do, dillydallying through the 
museums of model railroads, cranberry tools and equip- 
ment, antique fire engines, and seeing The Cranberry 
Story at the movie theater. 


Highlight of the visit is the Chicken-Cranberry Barbecue. 
Crisply browned chicken with all the cranberry sauce 


Ocean Spray’s Country Store at Cranberry Junction and cranberry juice you can eat. 
is a reminder of the days when cranberries and crackers 
were in barrels, tempting shoppers to try one. OPEN. DAILY, THROUGHSLABC RADA 


OCEAN SPRAY CRANBERRYLAND 


IN THE HEART OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST CRANBERRY PRODUCING AREA 


Fig. 26a — Old style Cranberry Picking by hand, Lower Road, Brewster, 1893 


Fig. 27 — Waiting for the Governor at the Barnstable County Fair, “the event of the year” 


iH BAKER 
AND SON: 


de 


Fig. 28— Department store of H. H. Baker and Son (present site of Hyannis News Store) 


HYANNIS NEWS 


282 MAIN STREET 


SMALLHOFF & Haines, INC. 
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DURAND'S CANDY 


HYANNIS TRUST CoO. 


HYANNIS — OSTERVILLE 


MoDERN COMMERCIAL BANKING 


SAVINGS DEP’T. 


Member Federal Reserve System and 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Colonial Candle Company 
of Cape Cod, Inc. 


HANDIPT COLORED CANDLES 
BAYBERRY CANDLES DINNER TAPIRS 
CHARACTER CANDLES 


Spiralites — Renaissance and Christmas Novelities 


Many New Items 


GLASSWARE 
GIFT WARES 


and 


BRIDGE ACCESSORIES 


LAMP SHADES 
and 
TRAYS 


Candles 


fashioned 


by Colonial CandleCo 


Come and see our candles dipped, and visit our Gift Shop, which 
is filled with attractive and distinctive gifts at moderate prices, 


Look for the sign at Pleasant and Main Streets when 
driving through Hyannis. 


AMPLE PARKING SPACE ON OUR GROUNDS 
OFF THE CROWDED STREETS. 
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Fig. 29 — Cash and Bradford, 1889 


It was in front of this building where President Ulysses 
S. Grant, when on a tour of Cape Cod and the Islands, 
stopped to address the local residents. Landing at the South 
Hyannis Railroad Wharf, he was met by Captain William 
Bearse, retired sea-captain. After a perilous start with the 
Captain’s pair of spirited horses, which became panicky 
because of the loud blowing of the boat whistle, the General 
was driven to the Hyannis Station, where he entrained. 

Established in the Civil War Days and continuing today 
as one of the oldest Hyannis business firms, we carry the 
finest quality in hardware. Founded by A. G. Cash and 
Myron Bradford, the hardware business was carried on in 
the original building until March 4, 1890, when this old 
landmark burned. A present resident of Hyannis, who was 
an eye-witness of this conflagration, states that carpets from 
the store next door were spread on the roof of Mr. Cash’s 
house and snow thrown on them to prevent the flames from 


spreading. 


Still doing business under the management of Cape Codders 


in new, modern quarters in the name of— 


BRADFORD'S HARDWARE 
LING: 


231 MAIN STREET — HYANNIS 


Telephone 620 


Dealers In Quality Merchandise 


And Friendly Service 


Fig. 30 — Indian Pow-wow held by Chief Wild Horse in Mashpee 


Fig. 31— Hooper’s Landing, Cotuit, and Packet running between Cotuit and Nantucket as early as 1827. 
Nantucket was the great shopping center for Cape people 


NANTUCKET EXPRESS LINES 


CATHARINE TEK KATERI TEK 

Lv. for Nan. 10:05 a.m. eG) os Lv. for M. V. 10:15 a.m. 
Arr. Biers Noon CATHARINE TEK TO NANTUCKET Arr. M. woe a.m. 
Lv. Nan. 3:35 p.m. KATERI TEK TO MARTHA’S VINEYARD Lv. M. V. 4:00 p.m. 


Arr. Hyannis 5:30 p.m. Arr. Hyannis 5:30 p.m 


DAILY FROM 
PLEASANT STREET WHARF — HYANNIS 


FREE PARKING For Reservations Call 1222 For THE FASTEST SAIL 


Fig. 33— Old Tin Pedler. In exchange for rags, bottles and other cast-offs, our pedler sold at reduced 
prices the pots and pans he carried 
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Everything for the Amateur and the Professional 
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HYANNIS CAPE COD MASSACHUSETTS 
28 BARNSTABLE ROAD HYANNIS, MASS. 
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— 


Cape Cod HYANNIS MARINE 
Jun SERVICE 


1 ek OuTBoARD Motor REPAIRS 
~~ ROOMS — PRIVATE BATH 
ex BREAKFAST Amoco GASOLINE 
LUNCHEONS 


AUTOMATIC CAR WASHING 
DINNERS OR COCKTAILS 


Dine in The Captain’s Room with Rollaway Roof BARNSTABLE ROAD 6 HYANNIS 
61 LEWIS BAY ROAD HYANNIS, MASS. 


Fig. 34— Boston and Sandwich Glass Company. Original glass company managed and operated by 
Deming Jarves. Operation of glassworks ceased due to labor problems. Building since razed. 


Fig. 35— Round House of Old Sandwich Glass Works 
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Fig. 37 — Razed part of Boston-Sandwich Glass Works, known as Round House 
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Fig. 38 — Driver with horse and delivery wagon out early after snowstorm. Main Street, Barnstable, 
about 1900 
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WEARING APPAREL, NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
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Barnstable Tydol 


OPEN’ EVERY" DAY =—<7:00 A.M: to.10:00 P.M: CHAIN SAWS MOWERS AND TRACTORS 


ELECTRIC GENERATORS 


ARTHUR F. CLARKE 


BARNSTABLE, MASS. 


BARNSTABLE NEWS STORE MARINE & GENERAL HARDWARE 
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Fig. 39 — A winter snow scene, Main Street, Barnstable, at the turn of the century 


“QUALITY CONTROLLED” 
GAS SERVICE 
TRADED Mase 


BULKSS=BOTILE: SERVIGE 


Compliments of 


A FRIEND Cape Cod Natural Gas Co., Inc. 


WEST BARNSTABLE, MASS. 


Tel. Forest 2-3232 


BASS RIVER SAVINGS BANK 


Incorporated 1874 


SOUTH YARMOUTH AND HYANNIS, MASS. 


Total Assets $17,500,000.00 


THE OLD BUILDING THE New BANK 


It’s Easy To Do Business With Bass River Savings Bank 


THE HOLE IN THE DOUGHNUT 


by 


HENRY A. ELLIS 


HYANNIS 


In the summer of 1941 the Board of Trade of the city 
of Camden, Maine, as a good advertising stunt, made a 
claim that the first hole in a doughnut was made near that 
city. They attributed the feat to one Captain Hanson Gregory. 
It was claimed that a cook on Captain Gregory’s schooner 
made some fried cakes, the center did not cook well, and 
they were heavy. One sailor ate a half-dozen and then fell 
overboard. The doughnuts that he had eaten lay so heavy 
on his stomach that he immediately sank and was, with con- 
siderable difficulty, rescued. This may have been the reason 
that doughnuts were sometimes called “sinkers.”. Captain 
Gregory did not like this, so he seized a belaying pin and 
punched a hole through the middle of the uncooked cakes, 
and a doughnut was made. He also found that the revised 
fried cake was handy to put on the spoke of his wheel when 
sailing, and could be taken off and eaten without disturbing 


the man at the wheel. 


It was a good story, and it was claimed that the feat of 
Captain Gregory was to be forever perpetuated by a bronze 


statue showing him holding a modern doughnut. 


Alton Hall Blackington, an old newspaper man, and a lec- 
turer of note, was staying with me when the Maine story 
was published. He asked me if Cape Cod had any theory 
I had 


heard many old stories and legends from my grandmother. 


or story of the first making of a hole in a doughnut. 


My grandmother was the daughter of Thomas Greenough, 
I recalled that she had 


told me how a fried cake became a doughnut. 


an Indian who lived in Yarmouth. 
In early 
Colonial days, cooking was sort of a community affair. One 
big kettle was used by all the families in the neighborhood. 
It was located out of doors. A Pilgrim woman was engaged 
in making fried cakes for the community. My Indian an- 
cestor was observing from the nearby woods. His keen scent 
told him something good was cooking. He wanted some, so he 
let fly an arrow. He thought it would frighten the woman 
away, and he could grab some cakes. The arrow pierced a 
cake just before it entered the kettle. It dropped into the 
deep fat, and a doughnut was made. They were much better 
than the fried cakes theretofore made, and ever after fried 


cakes were made with a hole in the center. 


Blackington published the story in the Boston Herald. 
Immediately over 1,000 papers all over the country copied 
the story. The Pillsbury Cooking School of Minneapolis sent 
me a doughnut about one foot in diameter, claiming it was 
made by the Indians’ method. A Chinese newspaper of Los 
They 
said it contained the story of the hole in the doughnut. Per- 


Angeles, California, sent me a copy of their paper. 


haps it did. There was an article therein with little dough- 
nuts around the edge. Curiously enough many people wrote 
me and told me they had heard the same story. Others wrote 


me and told me what a damned liar I was. I ignored them. 


As a result of all this publicity, I was invited to go to 
New York and debate the matter with a representative from 
the City of Camden. I was told to bring a good Cape Cod 
Indian with me. I took the late Bill James of Mashpee. The 
debate was held in the Astor Hotel, with Elsa Maxwell, 
Franklin Adams, and Cliff Fardiman as Judges. Bill James 
was quite a hero, all rigged up in Indian regalia, and he 
substantiated my story. We Indians always stood together, 


right or wrong. 


I have had occasion to tell this story many times. In 


fact, I have told it so many times that I believe it, 


J 


“We Make Fine Doughnuts Without The Aid 
of Marline Spikes or Indian Arrows” 


CAPE COD BAKERY 


HIGH QUALITY BAKE GOODS 


366A MAIN STREET 
HYANNIS & DENNISPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone Hyannis 1658 
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Fig. 40 — Copy of Bill of Sale of a Negro slave made at Harwich in March of 1760 


HOWARD JOHNSON'S 


ON THE CAPE 
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HYANNIS 1900 


Fig. 41 — Worthington and Turner Carriages in Coaching Parade during Falmouth’s First Old Home Week 


SHORE 


Protection for ships at sea is evidenced by light- 
houses like the one illustrated. The Cape is dotted 
with them. 


But for protection of your shore property you need 
more than the service of a lighthouse. Let us pre- 
pare an estimate for you on how you may best 
protect your shoreline and your property from the 
unceasirig ravages of the sea in storm. 


With more than 25 years’ experience in protecting 
the shore properties of Cape Cod . . . we, too, are 
ready and waiting to protect you from loss. 


ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS 
— Call or Write Today — 


Opposite Airport 


in July of 1904 
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MUSIC CLUB 


EAST FALMOUTH 
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Fig. 42 — Coaching Parade, July, 1904 during Falmouth’s First Old Home Week. Draper’s coach in lead 
followed by barge from Sippewissett Hotel 


he at have a wonderful time! ACME PHARMACY 


BE SURE TO VISIT 


CAPE COD'S MOST UNUSUAL 
EATING 2PLAGCE 


Ken and Midge Daly’s 


LOBSTER IN THE ROUGE Geena IANNIS 1: 


ROUTE 28 WEST YARMOUTH 430 MAIN STREET HYANNIS, MASS. 


GorDON VAN BuskiRK, REG. PHARM. 


IN YOUR LITTLE BLACK BOOK 
MAKE A SPECIAL LITTLE NOTE 


BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER 


COCKTAILS 


He 
CIOPAEG RESTAURANT 


WOODS HOLE, CAPE COD, MASSACHUSETTS — Telephone Falmouth 1525 


THE FIGURE-HEAD 
b 
DOROTHY WORRELL 


Cape Cod Clipper Ships, in accordance with an ancient 
tradition and in common with other ships that sailed the 
seas, carried their individual figure-heads. Often these figure- 


heads took the form of graceful and beautiful ladies. 


When you drive into Provincetown along the waterfront 
on Commercial Street and come alongside House Number 
476, raise your sights and you will see a lovely lady leaning 
out. Startled, thinking she may be stretching too far out 
over a window ledge, you look again and, seeing the sign, 
“Figure-head House,” you realize with relief that this is one 


of those famed figure-heads from the sea-faring days of old. 


Yes, here is a real figure-head that sailed on a ship, pre- 


served for our modern day to see. 


On June 7, 1866 the whaling schooner, “A. L. Putnam,” 
sailed out from Provincetown Harbor on a voyage that lasted 
until October 27, 1867. The schooner came back with a cargo 
of sperm oil and whale oil. In April of 1867, while sailing 
in the Indian Ocean, came a cry from the masthead, when 
an object in the sea was sighted, “Woman adrift!” Captain 
Benjamin B. Handy, managing owner, H. & S. Cook and 
Company, ordered a boat lowered to go to the rescue. When 
pulled alongside the schooner, the “woman” was found to 
be a full-length figure-head, which had evidently survived 
the wreck of a big boat. 


Captain Handy said he could not take the figure-head 


aboard, for the schooner was carrying a full complement of 


Where the setting is unusual 
the food superb 
the drinks excellent 


the fun tops. 


THE FLAGSHIP 


PROVINCETOWN Telephone 547 


Old Ship’s Figure-Head at Provincetown 


oil, and there was no more room. One of the sailors, how- 
ever, pleaded with him to take it on, saying it would bring good 
luck to the ship. The captain finally consented to take half 
of it. The lady was sawed in two, and the upper half saved. 


Ashore, the figure-head was placed on the owners’ house 
in Provincetown, the home of the Cook family. Although 
the house has changed hands, the present owners enjoy the 
figure-head. It goes with the house. Indeed, their home is 


known as the “Figure-head House.” 


The famous place where show people eat, meet and drink 


OMAR'S RESTAURANT 


FEATURING BAKED STUFFED LOBSTER 


DELICIOUSLY DIFFERENT 


For your evening's relaxation enjoy your favorite drink 
in our 19th Hole Cocktail Lounge below the green. 


BARNSTABLE ROAD 


HYANNIS MASSACHUSETTS 
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Fig. 44—JIn 1890 the boys of Provincetown earned their pin-money by preparing sardines for canning 


Fig. 45— The Old Chatham Railroad Station 


Fig. 46— Eastham Mill, October, 1890 Fig. 47 — Lawrence Doyle, one of the early 
settlers of Brewster 


Fig. 48 — Isaiah Snow’s Team at Cedar Pond, Orleans, during a snowstorm in 1890 
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Fig. 49— Red Sea Balsam Team in 1890, Orleans Center 


Fig. 50 — Long-time-ago scene of the Four Corners at Orleans Center 


EXPERT LAUNDERING 


SEMI-FINISHED AND READY-TO-WEAR SERVICES 


SANTITONE DRY CLEANING 


Delivery Service In All Towns On Cape Cod 


CASH & CARRY STORES OR -AGENCIES 


In Most Cape Communities 


WASH OR WASH, DRY, FOLD SERVICES 


at the 


WASH - O- MATS 


In ORLEANS — OSTERVILLE — WEsT YARMOUTH 


ACME - ROBBINS 


Cape Cod Laundries 


See Phone Directory for Location Nearest Your Home 


Telephone 118 Residence Telephone 401 


CENTRAL GARAGE 


Herbert F. Wilcox, Prop. 
® 


ORLEANS, MASSACHUSETTS © 


DAIRY QUEEN 


LOGATEDVAT 
FIVE DAIRY QUEEN STORES 
IN 
ROUTE 28 — BUZZARDS BAY ROUTE 28 — FALMOUTH 
RTE. 28 — WEST YARMOUTH RTE. 28 — HARWICH PORT 


ROUTE 6 — ORLEANS 


Fig. 51 — Francis Young’s Bull, center of Orleans in 1888. The building shown is there today and hasn't 
changed a bit, according to a resident 


Fig. 52— Old Three Lights, North Eastham 


Fig. 53 — Split rock formation in West Brewster, long since removed 


Fig. 54—Old Mill in East Brewster, built about 1730 
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Fig. 55 — Three sea captains, English captain in the center with two Captains Crosby from Brewster. 
Photo from old glass plate taken in the early nineties 


Fig. 56 — Captain Warren Lincoln of Brewster, in 1897. At the age of 12 Captain Lincoln shipped as a 

cabin boy. He suffered many hardships during his sea-faring days, among them being captured by 

pirates in Spanish vessels off the Cuban Islands. When he returned to shore, he became absorbed in 

religious reading and thinking. Following an old Biblical custom, he mourned for his sister, when she 

died, by dressing in sackcloth and ashes, and was found in an old gunny sack, seated on the family ash 
heap. Bent, deaf, white-haired, his kind old face was that of a saint 


THE FORESTS OF CAPE COD 


by 


STEPHEN P. HAYES, JR. 
CENTERVILLE 


Cape Cod, best known as a meeting place for thousands 
of summer visitors who come to enjoy its white painted vil- 
lages set amid pine-clad hills and fringed by miles of sandy 
beaches and blue water, is also a meeting place where trees, 
shrubs and plants from all over the world thrive and grow 
in gardens, fields, and woods beside native Cape Codders, 
such as beach plum, bayberry, and pitch pine. Softened by 
the Gulf Stream in winter and cooled by the Labrador cur- 
rent in summer, the Cape climate encourages Southern cypress 
from Florida, Chinese huai trees, camphor trees from Japan, 
and English oaks to grow successfully beside old-time “Cape- 
Codders” such as pitch pine, red cedars, and holly. 

All the records and writings of the early explorers, from 
Gabriel Archer in 1602 onward, show that Cape Cod prior 
to the American Revolution was covered by an immense 
and dense forest extending to the water's edge, broken only 
by the planting fields of the Indians and the clearings of the 
early settlers. It was a very different forest from today’s 
scrubby pines and under-brush. Great white and pitch pines, 
beech, birch, hickory, chestnut, red cedar, sassafras, and hem- 
lock stood on the uplands, while the borders of streams and 
swamps were full of white cedar and on the upper Cape, 
possibly spruce. 

Bartholomew Gosnold, one of the first explorers of Cape 
Cod whose records of his voyage have survived, lost no 
time in taking advantage of this forest wealth when he ar- 
rived back in England with a valuable shipload of cedar for 
cabinetmaking and sassafras for medicinal purposes. 

Closely following Gosnold were the Pilgrims of Plymouth, 
who arrived deeply in debt to the Merchant Adventurers in 
London, who-bore the cost of their voyage. As first pay- 
ment on their debt, the ship “Anne” sailed for England in 
1623, bearing a cargo of furs, oak clapboards, pine “slit- 
work,” cedar shingles, and beer-barrel staves. Staves were 
in great demand at that time in England, since water was 
drunk only in cases of extreme necessity. 

The early settlers on Cape Cod, who first built their 
homes near the marshes of Sandwich, Barnstable and East- 
ham, because these supplied salt hay for their cattle, hewed 
the frames of their houses and barns out of oak, covered the 
frames with boards and planks of white and pitch pines, pit- 
sawed by hand, one man working above the other on a 
log laid horizontally, and shingled them with shingles split 
from the white cedars that grew abundantly in the swamps. 
Firewood, cut from newly-cleared fields, fed the numerous 
fireplaces, while each householder labored to supply the 
nearly forty cords of wood needed each year to keep the 
home fires burning. 

Sawmills, located wherever they could be driven by water- 
power, came into existence on Cape Cod before 1700, and 
helped supply the steadily increasing demand for lumber for 
homes, timber for shipbuilding and, later on, the acres of 
vats in the salt works that dotted the shores of the Cape. 
The whaling ships of Woods Hole, the famous Shiverick 
Clippers of East Dennis, the fishing schooners of Truro and 
Wellfleet, and the countless sloops and brigs, launched from 
quiet coves and bays, nearly all were built wholly or partially 
of pine and oak cut on Cape Cod. The newly buily ships, in 
turn carried hundreds of cords of firewood from Cape Cod 
to Boston, New York, Nantucket and other sea-coast towns; 
white pine mast timber to Europe, and ship-timber, often 
whole trees 80 to 100 feet long, to the shipyards of Spain and 
Portugual. 

Early industries of Cape Cod, little known today, once 
consumed enormous quantities of wood each year. Before 
the invention of solar evaporation for making salt in the 
nineteenth century, sea water was laboriously boiled down 
in iron kettles and the salt scraped out. Nearly 400 gallons 
of salt water, boiled down by a cord and a half of wood, was 


needed to produce a bushel of salt. In 1770, the peak year 
of production by this method, seventy thousand bushels of 
salt, boiled down by nearly one hundred thousand cords of 
wood, helped supply the fishing fleets of New England. 

Coaling pits, huge earthen circles often sixty feet or more 
in diameter dot the woods of Wareham, Bourne, Falmouth, 
Sandwich and Mashpee, marking the sites where charcoal 
was once made for later use in smelting bog iron ore in the 
iron furnaces and foundries of the region. Another vital 
ingredient of this industry, lime, was produced by burning 
clam and oyster shells in numerous locations along the shores. 
The needs of the iron foundries rivaled that of salt making 
and lasted longer, from early colonial times until after the 
Civil War. 

‘Fun Town, a locality in the central part of Dennis, owes. 
its name to the brick “funns” once used for making lamp-black 
from burning resinous pine knots and roots. Scraped from 
the underside of the brick arches or “Funns,” it was packed 
and shipped to waiting markets in Dennis ships. 

Brick-yards dotted Cape Cod wherever clay deposits 
were found and again the oak forest supplied the wood need- 
ed for firing the kilns. Turpentine Road in Sandwich and Fal- 
mouth owes its name to the Naval Stores industry which 
became the mainstay of the Union Navy during the Civil 
War along with the pine woods of New Jersey. 


Cape Cod’s best known product, Sandwich glass, whose 
fame was world-wide even a century ago, owes its existence 
to the foresight of Deming Jarves, who noted that Sand- 
wich held all the necessary ingredients for successful glass- 
making— abundant pine forests to supply fuel for the glass 
furnaces, plenty of sand (although it later proved to be un- 
satisfactory ), easy water transportation for supplies and fin- 
ished glassware, and remoteness from other glass-making 
centers (so that his skilled glassblowers could not easily be 
enticed away rival companies). During the height of op- 
erations, hundreds of men and scores of yokes of oxen and 
teams of horses labored to cut and haul wood to the glass 
furnaces and the company sawmills which turned out lumber 
for the crates, barrels and boxes used for packing the finished 
glass. In later years, a wood shortage developed to such an 
extent that schooners brought wood to Sandwich from as far 
away as Scituate and Orleans and finally coal and coke had 
to be substituted for fuel to a considerable extent. Shortage 
of wood, the: expense of bringing coal and coke from the 
distant Pennsylvania fields, labor difficulties and remoteness 
from markets, led the directors to close the factory in 1886 
after a dispute over wages and within a few years, Sandwich 
glass became a collector’s item. 


Henry David Thoreau, the noted naturalist, in his widely- 
read account of a “walking tour” of Cape Cod in 1853, re- 
marked about the barrenness of some of the towns of the 
region, the great areas of cut-over and stunted woodlands, 
and the fact that scarcely any white pine trees (or any other 
trees worth mentioning ) were to be seen after leaving Orleans 
on his way toward Provincetown. Centuries of steady use, 
clearing for farms and pastures, and great forest fires had 
nearly denuded a region once noted for its trees. 


Strange as it may seem to the casual summer visitor 
on Cape Cod today, at least two forest areas still exist prac- 
tically unchanged from the days when Indians were the sole 
inhabitants— “great forests fit to goe or ride in,” as the 
earliest accounts quaintly describe the Cape woodlands. One 
area in the upper part of the Cape contains trees, shrubs and 
plants virtually extinct everywhere else on Cape Cod. The 
other, located a few miles north of Sagamore Bridge across 
the canal, contains great white pines and hemlocks which 
were standing long before the “Ten Men from Saugus’ came 


to Sandwich in 1637, 


Fig. 57 — Scene by the Old Grist Mill in early Brewster, 1887 
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WHERE EVERY MEAL IS A PLEASANT MEMORY 


ORIGINAL INN Air CONDITIONED DINING ROOM PRESENT INN 
COLOR SL.V. HAMMOND ORGAN 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE WHERE OLD FRIENDS MEET 


THE BREWSTER GIFT SHOP —— 


Est. 1906 
The Oldest Gift Shop On Cape Cod 


Famous for its extensive selections of fine merchandise 
displayed in a setting of unique charm. 


CHRYSLER (0.1956. 


AMERICA'S MOST SMARTLY DIFFERENT CAR 


Don’t Miss MOORE MOTORS 


FLOTSAM and JETSAM INCORPORATED 


The Annex in the Barn 13 MAIN STREET 
@ 
ROUTE 6 BREWSTER ° HYANNIS MASSACHUSETTS 
Tel. Hyannis 970 


Fig. 58 — Joseph C. Lincoln, famous Cape Cod Fig. 59 — Birthplace of Joseph C. Lincoln, Brewster 
author, Brewster, about 1910 


Fig. 60 — “Brickenda,” 1910. Old sea captain’s home- Fig. 61— Haunted House, Factory Village, 
stead, “House of Four Chimneys,” Brewster Brewster, 1910 
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Fig. 62— Old Cross Rip Lightship 


Fig. 63 —Billingsgate Lighthouse, Wellfleet 
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Fig. 64— Old Humane Society Life Saving Crews 


Fig. 65 — “You have to go out, but you don’t have to come back” 
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The Big Two For 


Summer Entertainment 


The Cape Cod 


MI LODY Tk NT 


The Greatest MUSICAL Shows On Earth 


HYANNIS ON CAPE COD 


Cape Playhouse 


America’s Most Famous Summer Theatre 


DENNIS ON CAPE COD 


CHARLES MOONEY, MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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Cape Cod Bay 


“I must go down to the seas again, 
to the lonely sea and the sky, 
And all I ask is a tall ship 
and a star to steer her by.” 


JoHN MASEFIELD 
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